
Funding Opportunity Announcement: Community Organization PROPOSE Awards 
 
1. Funding Opportunity Description 

The Mississippi IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence (MS-INBRE) invites 
Community Organization ENGAGE Awardees to apply for the PROPOSE Award. The 
PROPOSE Award is intended to support the continuation of projects funded by the 
ENGAGE awards with the goal of grant proposal development and submission. MS-INBRE 
seeks to enhance research capacity within community organizations and research 
infrastructure between organizations and academic settings. PROPOSE applications must 
demonstrate the potential for future research capacity with a solid pilot project and proposal 
submission plan.  
 
This award is for two years of funding. Project must propose a one-year pilot study that 
presents a clear trajectory towards developing the science for a research proposal. The 
proposal development must identify an open external award that fits the project goals and 
includes a submission date within the award timeframe. 
 

2. Eligibility 
Eligible applicants include community organizations who have previously successfully 
completed the Community ENGAGE Award phase.  
 
Academic research centers and academic healthcare organizations are not eligible to apply 
for these awards.  

 
3. Amounts 

Total allowable direct costs: $40,000/year for 2 years for proposals that include preliminary 
data collection in addition to proposal development. Indirect costs (F&A) are in addition to 
the allowable direct costs. 
 

4. Key Dates 
• Application Cycle Due Date: June 12, 2025 
• Application Review: June-July 2025 
• Finalist presentations to External Advisory Board: Late July 2025 
• Award Notifications begin: mid-August 2025 
• Project Start Date: September 1, 2025 
• Project End Date: August 31, 2026 
• 2 hour required team orientation: September/October 2025 
• 1 hour Mentor Meetings: Twice per month September 2025 – May 2026 

 

5. Full Application Submission Requirements  

A. AOR Letter (“AOR.pdf”) - Attach a letter signed by your Authorized Organizational 
Representative (AOR) stating they have reviewed and approved the proposal as submitted and 
approve any organizational commitment. AOR approval is required. 



 

B. NIH Research & Related Budget Form (“R&R.pdf”) - Please be sure to attach budget 
justification to Section L. (“Justification.pdf”; all combined as one document and no more than 
3 pages in length per individual) All items requested in the budget are to be used during the 
award period. Use continuation pages as needed. Allowable costs and guidance include: 

i. Personnel: Personnel time of the project’s team members who will be participating in 
workshop and team meeting, and pilot project activities. 

ii. Commodities/Supplies: Laptops, small computer equipment or other materials needed 
to participate in the program planning activities and process. Materials and other 
items to support pilot project implementation and assessment. 

iii. Travel: Travel for face-to-face meetings to network for project planning and 
development or for face-to-face team meetings. Travel to support data collection and 
pilot implementation.  

iv. Service Fees: Software fees for tools that may be used to facilitate meeting or project 
planning activities, data analysis or other pilot research activities. 

v. Consultant: Required to include at least $8000 for two academic team members at a 
rate of $50 per hour for 80 hours each.  

vi. Indirect Costs: Indirect costs may be applied at the rate supported by the Negotiated 
Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA). If the organization does not have an official 
NICRA, then the de minimis rate of 10% applies. Indirect costs are not included in 
the direct costs total. 

 

C. NIH Biographical Sketches, CV, or Resume for Project Personnel (“CV_resumes.pdf”; all 
combined as one document and no more than 3 pages in length per individual)  

D. Award Plan (12-page limit, not including the Project Narrative, Project Summary, Specific 
Aims page and the Literature cited/References section. Please be sure to limit the Project 
Summary/Abstract to 30 lines of text.)  

i. Project Narrative (“Narrative.pdf”; limit to 2-3 sentences)– Describe how, in the 
short or long term, the research would contribute to the application of knowledge to 
enhance health, lengthen life, and reduce illness and disability. 
 

ii. Project Summary/Abstract (“Abstract.pdf”; limit to 30 lines of text) – A succinct 
and accurate description of the proposed work. Be sure to include the project’s broad, 
long-term objectives and specific aims, as well as a description of the methods for 
achieving the stated goals.  
 

iii. Specific Aims (“Aims.pdf”; no more than 1 page total) 
 

a. Clearly state the research objectives and expected outcomes over the two-year 
award period. 



b. Detail the one-year pilot study's goals, explaining how it contributes to the 
development of a full research proposal. 

c. Identify a specific external funding opportunity, including the funding agency 
and submission timeline. 

 
iv. Project Plan (“plan.pdf”; no more than 8 pages total) should be organized in and 

include the following sections to facilitate the review process:  
 

a. Significance 
 
1. Describe the importance of the proposed research and its relevance to 

public health. 
2. Explain how the study addresses a critical gap in scientific knowledge. 
3. Justify how the pilot study's findings will strengthen the subsequent grant 

proposal. 
 

b. Innovation 
 
1. Highlight novel aspects of the project that differentiate it from existing 

research. 
2. Describe how the approach, methodology, or intervention provides a 

unique contribution to the field. 
 

c. Approach 
 

1. Provide a detailed research strategy, including study design, methodology, 
and data analysis plans. 

2. Outline the timeline for conducting the pilot study, ensuring feasibility 
within one year. 

3. Address potential challenges and alternative strategies to mitigate risks. 
4. Describe how data collection and analysis will inform the subsequent 

proposal submission. 
 

d. Future Directions and Grant Submission Plan 
 
1. Clearly articulate the plan for submitting a research grant proposal based 

on the pilot study findings. 
2. Identify the target funding mechanism (NIH, NSF, CDC, or other 

agencies) and the specific funding opportunity. 
3. Provide a timeline for proposal preparation, review, and submission. 

 
e. Team and Research Capacity Building 

 
1. Describe the project team’s expertise and their roles in the study. 
2. Explain how the project will strengthen research infrastructure within the 

community organization. 



3. Discuss mentorship, collaboration, and training activities that support 
long-term research capacity. 
 

f. Environment and Institutional Support 
 
1. Detail the facilities, resources, and community partnerships supporting the 

project 
2. If applicable, describe any collaborations with academic institutions or 

research networks.  
 

g. Timeline of the Project 
 

h. Bibliography/References Cited/References (“Ref.pdf”) 
1. List key literature that supports the proposed study 

 
E. Human Subjects Protection (“HumanSub.pdf”; if applicable) 
 

i. Include IRB approval status for the pilot project if proposing human subjects 
research. In the event that human subjects research is proposed, it is highly 
recommended that an IRB application be submitted prior to submission of PROPOSE 
award. 
 

F. Letters of Collaboration/Support (“LOC.pdf”; if applicable) 
 

i. Letter of Collaboration/Support from an Authorized Organizational Representative at 
a relevant community organization/academic institution (if applicable) 

ii. Additional Letter(s) of Collaboration/Support (if applicable) 
 

G. NIH Other Support Page (“NOS.pdf”; if applicable) – List all your current and pending 
research support using the NIH format 
 
H. A Copy of the RFP that the Team Plans to Apply for During the PROPOSE Award 
Period (“grant_rfp.pdf”).  
 
 
 

 


